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September 15, 2021 

Town of Taghkanic 

Town Board Meeting 
Note all documents in these minutes may be clicked on and enlarged for easier reading  

 

6:20 pm: The Taghkanic Town Board and Zoning Commission held a Special meeting on 

the above date with a combination of Supervisor Ryan Skoda and all other Board Members, 

Town Clerk and Zoning Commission at Town Hall and 3 Commission members and 1 

resident attending via Zoom.   Supervisor Ryan Skoda opened the meeting with the Pledge 

of Allegiance.    

 

Town Board    

Present:    Ryan Skoda    Supervisor   

 Elizabeth Craig  Board Member  

 Kara Gilmore   Board Member  

 Linda Swartz   Board Member 

 Joyce Thompson  Board Member 

 Cheryl Rogers   Clerk  Via Zoom 

 

Zoning Commission 

Present: Al Huehnel   

Excused:   ZC Members John Roberts  

Via Zoom Don Critchell   Ted Fink       Kathy Bainer Elizabeth O’Donnell 

 

Public Audience: Betsy Albert 

Via Zoom:   

 

Board Member Joyce Thompson read the following: 
Recommendation to the 2021 Taghkanic Town Board 

Wednesday, 15 September 2021 

 

The Town Board is making significant changes to the Draft Zoning Code presented to the Town Board 

by the Zoning Commission and is creating the next version for a public hearing. It will take more time 

than is left in this calendar year to complete the process. 

 

We recommend that this board stop its review now and take it up again with a new board in 2022. 

 
The reasons are: 

1) The 2022 Town Board will present it to the public and make the final decision. 

 

2) The code has been politicized by the recent GOP mailer stating that: 

“Taghkanic needs your help, we all need to work together on the new zoning, if not, anyone living in 

Taghkanic in a moderate home on a moderate retirement income will no longer be able to afford to live 

here within 3-5 years!” 

 

Approved 

10-11-2021 
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We take this as an insult to the Zoning Commission by casting it as a single-agenda enemy, by 

generating needless fear and anger, and spreading disinformation by implying that this code will make 

living here unaffordable. It was built for exactly the opposite purpose. 

 

For the purpose of producing a new code, I recommend that this process be tabled until 2022, at which 

time the new board can hire a new clerk to make sure that the new version has no conflicting 
regulations before taking it to the public for a hearing. 

 

We want to thank the Zoning Commission for its 11-year tenacity, open respect for difference, 

willingness to work and listen, and to compromise. The points of view represented ranged from Sierra 

Club Conservation to Full Property Rights. Discussion brought the range of ideas and philosophies to 

the table. No one philosophy prevailed. I hope that this basic respect for difference will be continued 

with the new board and wish it luck in finalizing this very important document. 

 

Respectfully, 

Joyce Thompson      Linda Swartz 

Town Board Member     Town Board Member 

Co-Chair, Zoning Commission    Co-Chair, Zoning Commission 

 

The Board discussed the issues raised in this statement and decided that a town-wide mailer 

should be sent out to raise awareness that the Zoning Code is a work in progress in open 

public review sessions. The mailer should inform residents of the upcoming dates and that an 

electronic copy of the original draft is available upon request and Town Board decisions can 

be followed by reading the meeting minutes that detail Town Board discussion and changes.  

 

Supervisor Ryan Skoda then turned the meeting over to Board Member Joyce Thompson 

Co-Chair of the Zoning Commission:  

 

Zoning Commission Chair Joyce Thompson asked for the Board’s concerns, changes, and 

recommendations starting at section 70-A. Continuation of Non-Conforming Buildings, Uses 

& Lots.  Zoning Commission Co-Chair and Secretary, Linda Swartz, made all duly noted 

changes, concerns and recommendations in the following Sections 70-A. - in her attached 

minutes. 
 
Present in Person:  Town of Taghkanic Supervisor Ryan Skoda, Town Board Members Kara Gilmore and 
Elizabeth Craig, Town Board Members and Zoning Co-Chairs Joyce Thompson and Linda Swartz; Zoning 
Commission Member Al Huehnel 
Present via Zoom:  Town Clerk Cheryl Rogers; ZC Members Elizabeth O’Donnell, Donn Critchell and Kathy 
Bainer; ZC Consultant Ted Fink 
 
Public Audience:  Betsy Albert 
 
The Town Board continued its review of the Draft Zoning Code.  Supervisor Ryan Skoda opened the meeting at 
6:30 p.m.  
 
The meeting began with a discussion about gaining public trust in this process and support for the new code.  
It was decided that the Town Board would send out a mailing encouraging the public to attend the Town 
Board/Zoning Commission work sessions and public participation in the process.  Linda will draft the language 
for the mailing and send it out to the Board for comments, with discussion and final approval at the 
September 23 meeting. 
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Section 70 – Non-Conforming Buildings, Uses & Lots: 
 
70-A. Elizabeth Craig asked for clarification on the introductory paragraph.  The paragraph was discussed.  No 
changes were made. 
 
70-A.7. Ryan was concerned that the language in this Section seems to indicate that a manufactured home can 
only be replaced by another manufactured home of the same size.  Since newer manufactured homes are 
larger than the older styles, this regulation is unrealistically restrictive.  To address this problem, it was 
decided to add a sentence allowing that the homeowner may apply to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a 
variance if necessary. 
  
There were no other changes in Section 70. 
 
Section 80 – Special Use Permits: 
 
80-B.2.  Kara Gilmore asked about the 62-day requirement for Public Hearing.  Planning Board Chair Kathy 
Bainer said that 62 days is a State requirement. 
 
80-B.2.c. The process for notifying nearby residents is antiquated and reaches too far into the surrounding 
areas, making the mailing more costly than it needs to be. The regulation is re-written as follows (note: While 
this appears to be an incomplete sentence, it is actually a continuation of the lead paragraph):  “By requiring 
notice of the public hearing and data regarding the substance and location of the Special Use Permit 
application to the owners of all properties abutting said property held by the applicant, or such additional 
distance as the Planning Board may deem advisable, or as otherwise required by State Law.  Notice shall be 
mailed by the applicant at least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing, with compliance with the notification 
procedure certified to by the Planning Board Secretary.” 
 
There were no changes made to Section 80-C. 
 
There being no further business, a motion to close the meeting was made by Elizabeth Craig and seconded by 
Kara Gilmore.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
 
Next Meeting:  Thursday, September 23, 2021, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  We will begin with Section 80-D. on 
Page 8.    Town Board members are directed to read Section 100-O. Violations and make sure it fits with 
Section 60-R.  

 

The Town Board set the following for Joint Special Meeting with the Zoning Commission: 

September 23, 2021 at 6:30 pm 

October 6, 2021 at 6:30 pm 

 

With no further business, on a motion by Board Member Elizabeth Craig, seconded by 

Board Member Kara Gilmore the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm, carried unanimously 

by all members present.  The next Regular meeting will be October 11, 2021 at the 

Taghkanic Town Hall. 

 


